Neuroimaging and the Psychiatry ofLate Life was published in 1997. In terms ofprogress in the technology ofneuroimaging, this is no longer current. Nonetheless, the aim of this book is not to update the practicing clinician on the latest research fmdings but to help clinicians understand where each of the currently available neuroimaging techniques may be useful in the investigation of elderly psychiatric patients. The authors succeed extremely well in meeting this aim.
The book is divided into 3 parts. The first part is an examination of each of the currently available methods for neuroimaging. Thus chapters examine computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) , single photon emission tomography (SPET) and positron emission tomography (PET), and electroencephalography and magnetoencephalography. The second and major part of the book deals with neuroimaging in specific psychiatric disorders of late life. These include aging in normal elderly persons, Alzheimer's disease (AD), vascular dementia, other dementia, delirium, affective disorders, and paranoid and schizophrenic disorders of late life. The third section of the book involves clinical guidelines that examine the indications for neuroimaging and help determine which scan should be given for whom, when, and why. This is a multiauthored book, edited by 2 well-known academics from Australia. The majority of authors are from the United Kingdom, but the United States, Australia, and Japan are also represented. All ofthe authors are well-recognized in their fields.
The first section ofthe book has 4 chapters, each ofwhich explains in an easy-to-understand manner both the rationale and the physics that underlie each technique. I also appreciated the fact that each of these chapters includes a wide range of examples for both normal and abnormal subjects and a sound discussion of the advantages and drawbacks of the techniques. The chapter on CT is particularly useful, and any clinician practising geriatric psychiatry would benefit from it. The chapter on MRI also explains very well the underlying physics that allow MRI to be such a useful technique and shows the effects ofvarying the image. Again, many MRI images were shown, illustrating many of the key diagnostic points. The chapter on SPET and PET is a good background reader but was not sufficiently critical ofthe drawbacks to the user of these techniques. Similar concerns apply to the chapter on electroencephalography and magnetoencephalography, which could have been significantly enhanced by illustrations of the various fmdings.
The major section of the book involves examining the use of neuroimaging in various conditions. As such, the first chapter deals with normal elderly individuals. This was a good review ofthe brain changes that occur with aging as well as those that may occur within specific brain structures. However, illustrations demonstrating the wide range of normal structures would have enhanced this chapter even further. The chapter on AD reviewed 3 areas: the typical structure and functional fmdings in AD, the discrimination between AD and normal aging, and the correlation between radiological and clinical fmdings. All imaging techniques, including functional imaging, were included. The clinician who reads this chapterwill certainly be well informed about the research evidence. However, this chapter did not primarily address many of thecommonly occurring clinical questions about using neuroimaging tools in AD patients. It also had relatively few illustrations. The chapter on vascular dementia, in contrast, was extremely well-illustrated with several images from different modalities, which would help doctors understand these changes.The other chapters in the section were good reviews of much of the research evidence in each of the respective disorders. However, there are extremely few illustrations for all these chapters, which somewhat detracts from their ability to help inform the nonresearch physician.
My favourite part of the book, and the one I think clinicians would fmd most useful, was the third part. This clearly outlined the indications for neuroimaging and described when each scan should be used. However, these chapters were quite short, and similar information about the pros and cons of each modality could have been demonstrated with illustrations in the chapters detailing the specific disorders. This is an excellent book of great interest to physicians involvedin treating psychiatric patients with disorders of later life. However, as with any multiauthored book, it has strengths and weaknesses. Some chapters were easier to read than others, although overall the standard of writing was BOOKS RECEIVED extremely high. The book is oftopical interest, attractive, and useful. Although more illustrations would have been welcome, many high-quality illustrations are beautifully reproduced in the book, which will be a great asset to clinicians. This book would make a very useful addition to the library of every physician or group involved in treating patients with psychiatric disorders of later life. 
Thefollowing books have been received

